
 

Funeral Planner for Our Lady of Sorrows Church 

A Catholic funeral generally has three parts: 1) the Vigil the night before the funeral (where the Rosary is prayed and 
eulogy is given), 2) the Liturgy (a Mass or Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass), and 3) the Burial Rite. Father will go over this 
sheet with you to help you plan what is best for your loved one and your family.  
Check the boxes that apply to your decisions. 
 

The Vigil (Rosary + Eulogy) 

This optional action is best done the night before the funeral. It can also be done before the Mass, however some 

restrictions will apply. Please consider the following: 

If held the night before, the Vigil may include the Rosary and a short eulogy: 
 

• There may be singing between decades of the Rosary; 

• The Hermanos Penitentes or Hermanos Cruzados are welcome to offer the Rosary; 

• The Eulogy will follow the Rosary and must be no more than 10 minutes in length. Only one (1) eulogy is to be 

delivered by only one (1) person.  

 

If held immediately before the funeral: 

• The Eulogy may be offered right before the Rosary and must be no more than five (5) minutes in length (as above, 

only one eulogy delivered by one person before the funeral); 

• The Rosary must be recited without singing between decades; 

• The Hermanos, because of the length of their beautiful Rosaries, may be used only after consultation with the pastor 

regarding time constraints. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  VIGIL SERVICE 
   

   ROSARY/EULOGY THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL 
 

Funeral Liturgy (Mass or Liturgy Outside of Mass) 

This is the most important part of the funeral celebration. The Mass is of great benefit to the departed soul. But if the 

deceased isn’t Catholic or is not a practicing Catholic, or if much of the family does not practice and wouldn’t be able to 

receive Communion, a valid alternative is to have a Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass, and then perhaps have a few 

weekday or Sunday Masses offered for the deceased.  

• Mass: bread and wine are offered on the altar and consecrated by a priest through the prayers of the Church, 

becoming the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Holy Communion follows for those who are able to 

receive.  

 

• Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass: bread and wine are not offered, and Holy Communion is not distributed. 

Otherwise, the readings and prayers are the same as at a funeral Mass. May be led by a Deacon or lay person. 

 

  FUNERAL MASS 

  FUNERAL LITURGY OUTSIDE OF MASS 
 

 

 

Eulogies are optional. Some pastors allow them, others do not. Issues involving eulogies have forced the Church to impose 

certain instructions to keep them from overshadowing the funeral. Eulogies are allowed at OLOS for now as long as people 

respect the “short and sweet” [aka, “meaningful and memorable”] guidelines: no more than 10 minutes at the Vigil or 5 

minutes on the day of the funeral. If you want to have a longer eulogy, consider 1) offering it at the cemetery after the Burial 

Rite, 2) offering it at a reception following the funeral/ burial, or 3) holding the Vigil at the funeral home’s chapel. If the eulogy 

becomes too long or other liberties are taken, especially if it’s recited on the same day as the funeral Mass, the Rosary will be 

dropped. If serious liberties are taken, a Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass will be celebrated in place of the Funeral Mass.  



 

Other Considerations:  

 

▪ Readings are selected from the three options provided by OLOS. Other readings may be used with permission of 

the Pastor; 
 

▪ Readings may be done by 1-3 practicing Catholics. An alternative is to request an OLOS volunteer Lector; 
 

 READERS:       FAMILY 

                                     OLOS LECTOR 
 

▪ Musicians who are Catholic and know the Catholic Mass are permitted to sing. No secular songs (i.e., favorite 

country song, favorite oldie, favorite polka, etc.) are permitted in the context of a funeral Mass or Rosary; 
 

▪ Liturgies may be live streamed via our webpage, Facebook page and YouTube page to accommodate those who 

cannot be present. Rosaries/eulogies are not live streamed. There is no charge; 
 

▪ Gift bearers may be selected by the family to bring forward the bread and wine if a funeral Mass is celebrated. 

Only two (2) are needed; 
 

▪ Photos and photo montages are permitted near the Sanctuary (where the altar is) during the Rosary. At the 

funeral, they will be moved to near the front doors of the church. A single photo no larger than 8x10 may be 

permitted on the table for a cremation. Larger photos will need to be moved to the side. Please, out of respect for 

the Church, all photos must be respectful and contain nothing profane. 
 

▪ Caskets and urns are not to be decorated with decals or graffiti before the funeral.  

 

Burial:  

 

A 2017 instruction published by the Archdiocese of Santa Fe says:  
 

“Cremation is permitted in the Catholic Church; however, it is preferred that cremation takes place after the funeral rites with the 

body present. It is important to note that cremated remains should always be treated with the same great respect given to the 

human body. Therefore, the Church is very clear on its requirements regarding cremated remains: 

• Do not scatter cremated remains; 

• Do not divide cremated remains; 

• Do not keep cremated remains at home. 
 

In keeping with the teachings of the Church, cremated remains must be buried in a timely manner.” 

 

As believers in the Resurrection and recognizing that our bodies belong to God, who will raise them on the last day, we are 

obliged to bury our dead. Cremated remains should be buried immediately after the Mass. Cremated remains are not 

permitted by the Church to be divided, scattered, molded into jewelry or other items, or tattooed onto survivors. Like a 

body in a casket, cremated remains must remain intact and be buried intact in a dignified durable container (a ceramic or 

wooden urn). Any ashes kept outside of burial for any of the purposes mentioned above will not be blessed and will be 

strongly encouraged to be buried. 
 

   CASKET BURIAL 

   CASKET AT FUNERAL FOLLOWED BY CREMATION 

   CREMATED REMAINS AT FUNERAL FOLLOWED BY BURIAL 
 

 

Special Instructions for Funerals During Lent:  

 

Because Lent is a special season of penance and preparation, the Church instructs us to minimize the use of music and 

flowers, including at funerals. This is especially true of flowers in the altar area. A few flower arrangements are permitted 

to decorate the front entry area of the church. A modest arrangement may be used near the casket before the Mass or 

Liturgy Outside of Mass, and then will be moved to the front doors of the church. This applies also to cremations, 

including arrangements that surround an urn. Basically, keep it minimal during Lent. Rather than white, the color violet is 

used at liturgies, including the funeral pall (the garment covering a casket).      
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